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The Binding of Sarah

R. Haim Ovadia

The binding of Sarah

A: Alternative Sacrifices:

1. R. Ephraim ben Yaakov of Bonn, 1132-1197

He quickly pinned him down with his knees,
straining his arms mightily,

and with steady arms he slaughtered him as
prescribed by law...

the dew of Resurrection fell on him and he
was revived.

[Abraham] seized him to slaughter him
again...

a river of the angels’ tears swept [Isaac] away
to heaven...

the pure one thought: “the child is gone

because of my sins, what shall | do now?”
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2. Anonymous Medieval Commentary

When she heard “he was almost [not]
slaughtered”,

meaning that he was not slaughtered even
slightly, and not even one drop of blood was
drawn from Isaac, she said: “it is obvious that
Isaac was not accepted as a sacrifice by
God,

it is either me or my husband who have no
merit in the eyes of God to offer such a
sacrifice.” Mainly she blamed herself, thinking
she has no merit, and she died because of

her sorrow.
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3. R. Shemuel Burnstein (1856-1926), Shem Mi-Shemuel, Derasha for 1912
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Rashi says that Abraham was thinking so:
“if my son would have been slaughtered, he
would have gone away without children; |
should have found him a wife...”

The meaning is that Abraham thought that
the reason God prevented him from
sacrificing Isaac was that Isaac had no
children, and God had yet to fulfil His promise
of many descendants,

Abraham blamed himself for not marrying
Isaac off and causing the mission of the
Akedah to fail...
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B: Martyrdom: Liturgy and law in Germany

1. R. Ephraim ben Yitzhak of Regensburg (1110-1175)

He ran to the lad to sanctify him... he
crowned him with firewood; fire, the crown of
God, was on his head.

The only [son] became light-footed as a
deer... they carefully observe Your law, and
do not question You,

they rushed and walked quickly

quickly they brought the firewood, together
with wholesome love

Isaac... spoke... Father, slay me like a lamb,
have no mercy, God desires me... to expose
my heart to Him,

if you will withhold me from Him, at the end
He will take my soul and spirit.

Isaac extended his neck willingly, and his
father got ready to slaughter him for the sake
of his owner, and behold, God was standing

upon him.
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Maimonides, Foundations of the Torah, 5:5
If one decides to sacrifice his life where hi is
not obligated, he is culpable.

Tosafot, Avodah Zarah, 27:2

If one wants to be strict [and sacrifice his life]
even for other Mitzvoth, it is allowed...

Daat Zekenim, Genesis, 9:

There was a rabbi who slaughtered many
children during persecution... another rabbi
was very upset with him and called him a
murderer but he paid no heed... eventually
the decree was lifted, and had he not have
killed those children, they would have

survived...
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C: Sarah’s Voice
1. Sarah in the Midrash

Abraham thought: “If | tell Sarah, women are
light-minded [and she would probably oppose
it]. If I do not tell her and kidnap the boy, she

will kill herself when she will not find him.”

He told her: “you know... this boy has already
grown up and has not been educated yet.
There is a place, not too far from here, where
young boys are educated, let me take him

there.” She answered: “go in peace.”
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2. Sephardic liturgy — R. Yehudah Shemuel Ibn Abbas, Spain, Iraq, Morocco, 12™ century

He told Sarah: “Your beloved Isaac has
grown but has not learned the service of

heaven, let me go and teach him God’s ways
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She said: “go, master, but not too far.” He

answered: “have faith in God.”

Isaac spoke... where is the lamb required by
law, master? Are you forgetting today your
religion?

They knocked on the gates of mercy, the son
to be slaughtered and the father to slay,

trusting in God and relying on His mercy...

Daylight turned night for them, their tears
streaming mightily, eye bitterly crying and
heart joyful...

Tell my mother that her joy has fled;

the son she bore at ninety

has become fire, devoured by the knife.
Where shall | seek comfort for her, where?
| feel for my crying, weeping mother

My words cry out, from the devouring knife,
sharpen it, father, and tighten my bonds;
and as the fire consumes my flesh,

take with you the remnants of my ashes,

and tell Sarah: “this is the fragrance of Isaac.”
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